
 

Changes to Maintenance Dredging in 2014 
 
New conditions for the licensing of maintenance dredging came into force on 6th 
April 2014. These will affect all dredging and bed levelling in the Medina Estuary. 
 
In the past a dredge licence was required from Cowes Harbour Commission (CHC) and a 
FEPA licence was required for the disposal of dredged material. From April 6th 2014 
maintenance dredging will still require a dredge licence from CHC but now also requires 
two licences from the Marine Management Organisation (MMO), one for dredging and one 
for disposal. Bed levelling is now considered to be dredging by the MMO and will now also 
require a licence.  
 
In an attempt to reduce the burden on small operators, the MMO has introduced the 
following measures that may provide options to reduce costs and paperwork:   
 

 Longer licence periods (up to 10 years) 
 

 Accelerated licensing process  
 

The MMO will decide whether maintenance dredging applications with a volume 
between 500 and 3,000m3 a campaign, and fewer than 10,000m3 a year can be 
processed under a new accelerated licensing process, developed to license 
relatively small-scale ongoing dredging activities. 

 
Activities that fall within this threshold will be licensed through an accelerated 
process provided they can demonstrate the following: 
 dredging is ongoing and has been carried out in the same way for at least 3 

years 
 campaigns are separated by at least 1 month 
 evidence on the quality of the sediment is provided 
 the project is assessed as part of a maintenance dredging baseline document 

(see below) or another form of assessment agreed with Natural England. 
 

 Exemptions for very small scale dredges. (Navigational dredging 18A) 
 

The Marine Licensing (Exempted Activities) (Amendment) Order 2013 came into 
force on 6 April 2013 and activities including sediment and other scientific 
sampling, removal of objects accidentally deposited on the seabed and small scale 
maintenance dredging no longer require a marine licence. For maintenance 
dredging this involves the removal of less than 500 m3 per campaign and 1500 
m3 per year. 

 
All dredging activities above 3,000m3 a campaign or 10,000m3 a year, those that fail to 
meet the small-scale or low-risk criteria, and all capital dredging activities and those 
associated with environmental impact assessments (EIA) will require a licence through the 
standard marine licensing process. All appropriate information must be provided when the 
application is submitted and this includes the physical and chemical characteristics of the 
dredged material. There is an online application process for MMO licences and a list of 
additional information that is required at the application stage. Please see the MMO 
website (www.marinemanagement.org) for more details. 
 
The MMO states that it is committed to making the marine licensing process as 
straightforward as possible and encourages applicants to engage with them as early as 
possible to talk about whether planned activities require a marine licence or an exemptions 
notification and whether other consents may be required. Contact the MMO on: 
 0300 123 1032 or email marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/marine/activities/dredging.htm
http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/marine/activities/exemptions.htm
http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/marine/activities/dredging.htm
http://www.marinemanagement.org/
mailto:marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk


Maintenance Dredge Protocol and Baseline Document 

The Medina estuary is designated as part of the Solent Maritime Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and the Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area 
(SPA). If maintenance dredging has the potential to affect the designated European sites 
this is considered to be a plan or project for the purposes of the Habitats Directive and 
must be assessed in line with article 6(3). Article 6(3) requires that plans or projects with a 
likely significant effect upon a site must be subject to an ‘Appropriate Assessment’ of its 
implications for the conservation objectives of that site. 

The Maintenance Dredging Protocol for England (MDP) provides assistance to operators 
seeking, and regulators giving, approval for maintenance dredging activities which could 
potentially affect European sites. It provides an approach that allows the effects of 
maintenance dredging to be assessed without burdening those commissioning or 
approving maintenance dredging activities.  

The MDP recommends that a baseline document is produced either by an individual 
applicant or a group of parties that have maintenance dredging requirements within the 
area concerned to provide a consistent basis against which authorities can assess 
maintenance dredging activities. This will help them identify any likely significant effect in 
respect of future maintenance dredging applications or proposals, taking into account in-
combination effects of dredging proposals. A baseline document needs to bring together 
all relevant, readily available current and historical data on dredging activities within the 
area concerned. It must also analyse the potential effects (if any) which those dredging 
activities could have on the features of the European sites. By setting out the information 
in a baseline document, the need to make an Appropriate Assessment for every licence 
application or renewal is avoided. 

Cowes Harbour Commission (CHC) produced one of the first pilot baseline documents 
using information collected and used in the modelling for the outer breakwater. This 
provided a much greater understanding of the estuary and its natural processes. In 
preparing the baseline document CHC, in their role as the statutory harbour authority, 
concluded that the current maintenance dredging requirement does not have an adverse 
impact on the Medina Estuary, provided that it is carried out in accordance with the 
guidelines in the document. 
 
The Medina Estuary Baseline Document currently benefits all operators who undertake 
dredging and bed levelling in the Medina. In the future the development and cost of an 
updated baseline document is likely to be a shared amongst operators involved in 
maintenance dredging.   
 
 
 

 

 


